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About Humanities Texas 
• State affiliate of the NEH 

• Private nonprofit, with 
headquarters in Austin 
and a statewide board of 
directors 

 
• Mission: to promote the 

humanities throughout 
Texas 



Humanities Texas Core Programs 
• Teacher programs and 

curriculum resources 
• Traveling exhibitions 
• Grants 
• Outstanding Teaching Awards 
• Texas Originals radio program 
• History Harvests 
• Public Programs 
• E-newsletter and website 
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EXHIBITIONS (243)

TEACHER INSTITUTE PARTICIPANTS (1,616)

GRANTS (295)

OUTSTANDING TEACHING AWARD WINNERS (30)
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Programs and Resources for Teachers 
• Teacher institutes and 

workshops 
• Outstanding Teaching Awards 
• Texas Originals radio program 
• A President’s Vision 
• Exhibitions 
• Grants 
• Content-rich website 
• Educational resources 

 



Teacher Institutes and Workshops 
• One-day workshops, three-day summer institutes 

for social studies and ELA teachers 
• Study with leading scholars 
• Get books and resources 
• Curriculum is TEKS-aligned, timed to anticipate 

when subjects are covered 
• Free 
•  Academic year: travel and sub reimbursements 
•  Summer: travel reimbursements and stipends 

• Online application, reviewed on rolling basis 

 

 





Fall 2017 Teacher Workshops 
• THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 9/27: Fort Worth 
 9/28: Dallas 
 9/29: San Antonio 

 
• UNDERSTANDING CONGRESS 

 10/12: Austin 
 
• TEACHING THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 

 10/18: Edinburg 
 10/19: Corpus 
 10/20: San Antonio 

 

 
 

 



Teaching the U.S. Constitution 
10/18: Edinburg 
10/19: Corpus 
10/20: San Antonio 
 
The program includes presentations on:  
• The Articles of Confederation 
• Compromises in Adopting the Constitution 
• The Bill of Rights 
• Teaching the Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
Also: primary source seminars with faculty! 

 
 

 



Outstanding Teaching Awards 
• Fifteen Awards Annually 
•  Outstanding Teaching of the Humanities Award (12) 
•  Outstanding Teaching of Texas History Award (1) 
•  Award for Outstanding Early-Career Teaching (2) 

• $5,000 prize, plus $500 to recipient’s school 
• Nomination available for 2018 in early Sept.! 

 

 



Texas Originals 
• http://www.texasoriginals.org 
• Radio series that profiles important Texans 
such as Sam Houston, Barbara Jordan, Héctor 
P. García, Juan Seguin 
• Episodes available online 
• Additional resources: educator guide 

 
Juan Seguin Barbara Jordan



A President’s Vision 

http://www.presidentsvision.org 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt
3 2 n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

M a r c h  4 ,  1 9 3 3  –  A p r i l  1 2 ,  1 9 4 5

A P R E S I D E N T ’ S V I S I O N

Major New Deal Initiatives 
Naming his program the New Deal, President Roosevelt
pursued a number of federal initiatives meant to bring 
relief to the unemployed, reform to existing business 
practices, and recovery to the economy.  

Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA), 1933
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), 1933
Civil Works Administration (CWA), 1933
Emergency Banking Act, 1933
Fair Labor Standards Act, 1938
Farm Security Administration (FSA), 1937
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), 1933
Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA), 1933

Federal Housing Administration (FHA), 1934
Indian Reorganization Act, 1934
National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA), 1933
National Labor Relations Act, 1935
National Recovery Administration (NRA), 1933
National Youth Administration (NYA), 1935
Public Works Administration (PWA), 1933
Rural Electrification Administration (REA), 1935
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), 1934
Social Security Act, 1935
Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), 1933
Works Progress Administration (WPA), 1935

When he was inaugurated in March 1933, Franklin D.
Roosevelt offered hope to a population battered by years
of economic hardship.  Natural disasters and drought

had decimated farming in the Great Plains and Southwest, while 
the ailing economy, failing financial markets, and unstable pyramids
of holding companies had plunged the nation into the Great Depression.
The banking system was on the verge of collapse, unemployment
approached 25%, and food prices were falling.  Wages also plummeted,
reducing consumers’ purchasing power.  With reduced demand for
goods, factories and businesses closed, laying off workers and
dragging families into the ranks of the destitute.  

President Roosevelt promised “a new deal for the American people.”
In the first one hundred days of his administration, he put his plans
for relief, recovery, and reform into action, producing and signing
fifteen major legislative initiatives.  He believed that the federal
government had to take a larger role in supplying the basic needs of
citizens, while also enacting regulatory reform to prevent recurrence
of the practices that had led to the economic disaster.  His critics
accused him of wasteful spending and government interference with
the free enterprise system.  But Roosevelt’s confidence and drive
buoyed the American people, and he kept the public informed about
the progress of his plans through radio talks known as “fireside chats.” 

Not all of the New Deal programs achieved their aims, but
Roosevelt’s vision had a lasting impact on the politics and social
fabric of the United States.  He was elected to four terms as
president, spending the years after 1939 mobilizing society to 
meet the threat of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan and leading
the American people through World War II.  President Roosevelt
died in office in 1945, only weeks before V-E Day.

Eleanor Roosevelt and Marian Anderson,1939.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS DIVISION

A We the People INITIATIVE OF THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES
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“This great Nation will endure
as it has endured, will revive 

and will prosper. So, first of all,
let me assert my firm belief 
that the only thing we have 

to fear is fear itself…”
— FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS, MARCH 4, 1933

Run on San Antonio’s City-Central Bank and Trust Company during the Depression,1931.
SAN ANTONIO LIGHT COLLECTION, UTSA INSTITUTE OF TEXAN CULTURES, #L-1302-H, COURTESY OF THE HEARST CORPORATION

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt by Elias Goldensky,1933.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS DIVISION

Joseph Stalin,FDR,and Winston Churchill at the Teheran Conference, Iran,1943.
COURTESY OF THE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY DIGITAL ARCHIVES

Migrant agricultural worker’s family. Seven children without food. Mother aged 32.
Father is a native Californian. Nipomo,California,by Dorothea Lange,1936.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS DIVISION

Electric power line tower,Tennessee Valley Authority, ca. 1938.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS DIVISION

Works Progress Administration poster, ca. 1936.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS DIVISION

Bonneville Dam,Oregon,1938.
COURTESY OF THE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY DIGITAL ARCHIVES

Civilian Conservation Corps poster, ca. 1941.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS DIVISION Social Security Board poster.

COURTESY OF THE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY DIGITAL ARCHIVES

CCC Camp,Carlsbad Project,New Mexico,1940.
RECORDS OF THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION,  RECORD GROUP 115, NATIONAL ARCHIVES

FDR delivering a fireside chat,1935.
COURTESY OF THE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY DIGITAL ARCHIVES

Farmer listening to radio,1933.
RECORDS OF THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE, 1839–1981,
RECORD GROUP 16, NATIONAL ARCHIVES

George Washington
1 s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 7 8 9  –  M a r c h  4 ,  1 7 9 7

First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his
countrymen,” George Washington was the unanimous
selection to become the first president of the United

States under the Constitution.  As the hero of the Revolutionary
War, he had the stature and credibility to take on the leader-
ship of the fragile new nation, and he assumed the role with
dignity and humility.  His popularity helped convince the
American people of the necessity, effectiveness, and safety 
of a strong national government. 

Describing his efforts as “walking on untrodden ground,”
Washington set precedent with every action of his adminis-
tration.  Working with Congress, he established the cabinet as 
an advisory body; raised bonds, taxes, and tariffs to cover the
national debt and pay for government operations; and helped 
plan the new capital city on the Potomac.  In the international
arena, he relied on diplomacy to remain “unentangled in the
crooked politics of Europe.”  He believed that the United States
must grow on its own, free of international alliances, in order to
prosper.  Though he preferred to govern with an even hand,
keeping himself above the fray, tumultuous politics at home 
and treacherous politics abroad forced him to make decisions 
and assert policies that created opposition.

Before leaving office, he wrote a moving message to the 
American people warning of the political dangers he saw 
threatening his cherished Union.  His Farewell Address 
continues to be read to the Senate every year on February 22nd.

A P R E S I D E N T ’ S V I S I O N

“

A We the People INITIATIVE OF THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES

DESIGN BY RESEARCH & DESIGN, LTD.
© HUMANITIES TEXAS 2009

FOR RELATED EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES, VISIT WWW.PRESIDENTSVISION.ORG

“…the preservation of the sacred fire
of liberty, and the destiny of the

Republican model of Government, 
are justly considered as deeply,
perhaps as finally staked, on 
the experiment entrusted to the 
hands of the American people.”

— FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS, APRIL 30, 1789

George Washington by Gilbert Stuart,1797.
WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION (WHITE HOUSE COLLECTION)

The Washington Family by Edward Savage,1789–1796.
ANDREW W. MELLON COLLECTION, COURTESY OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Plan of the City of Washington by Pierre L’Enfant,printed by Thackara & Vallance,1792.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GEOGRAPHY AND MAP DIVISION

Washington’s Farewell Address,1796.
COURTESY OF THE MANUSCRIPTS AND ARCHIVES DIVISION, THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
ASTOR, LENOX, AND TILDEN FOUNDATIONS

Washington’s inauguration portrayed in Federal Hall,The Seat of Congress by Peter Lacour, printed by A.Doolittle,1790.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS DIVISION

F

•  Poster series that 
examines the aspirations 
of 7 U.S. Presidents: 
•  Washington 
•  Jefferson 
•  Lincoln 
•  Teddy Roosevelt 
•  FDR 
•  LBJ 
•  Reagan 

•  Online teacher guide 
•  Curriculum materials 



Mentoring 

 
 

The Humanities Texas mentoring program extends the 
training and support we provide to early-career teachers 
of social studies and language arts. Our mentor in CCISD 
is available to: 
•  observe implementation of content and materials 

provided by Humanities Texas. 
•  offer structured, constructive feedback on content and 

professional skills. 
•  connect with content resources and assist in the 

development of lessons that promote student mastery 
of state standards and college readiness. 



Traveling Exhibitions 
http://www.humanitiestexas.org/exhibitions 

 
 
 
 
 



Mini-Grants 
http://www.humanitiestexas.org/grants 

 



Humanities Texas Website 
• Digital Repository: 
http://www.humanitiestexas.org/archives/
digital-repository 
• Videos of faculty lectures from past teacher programs 
• All episodes of Texas Originals 
• All President’s Vision posters and worksheets 
• All info about awards, grants, exhibitions 
• Resource guides: 
http://www.humanitiestexas.org/education/
online-resources 

 



Humanities Texas E-newsletter 
• Content-rich articles 
• Articles on past lectures  
• Oral histories: Prisoners of War 
• Teacher Feature 

• First to know about upcoming teacher workshops 
• Sign up by filling out sign in sheet! 



Coming attractions 
• Latino Americans: 500 Years of History 

Curriculum Materials 

• Pivotal U.S. Elections: Then and Now 
Curriculum Materials 

• Season three of Texas Originals 

• Spring workshops, summer institutes 

• Nominations and applications for 2018 awards 

 



How to stay in touch! 
• E-newsletter (turn in your sign-up sheets!) 
• Facebook 
• Twitter 
•  Instagram 

• Eric Lupfer, elupfer@humanitiestexas.org 

 


