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LESSON PLAN 

LESSON OVERVIEW 
Macario García was a Medal of Honor-winning soldier in World War II. He is also known for the controversy 

surrounding the time in 1945 when he was turned away from a café in Richmond, Texas. In this lesson, students will 

explore primary and secondary sources from the time period to assess the dynamics of race that existed during 

World War II, both in the military and on the home front. 

Note: This lesson plan uses the Stanford History Education Group's Reading Like a Historian Framework. This 

method teaches students how to explore primary source documents and investigate historical questions by 

employing strategies such as sourcing, contextualizing, corroborating, and close reading. To see this process in 

action, watch this video series available on the Teaching Channel. 

GRADES 
9–12 (This lesson plan is suitable for middle school students with modifications such as excerpting the primary 

source documents used.) 

OBJECTIVES 

• Students will understand the military experience and later experiences of Macario García as representative 
of the experience of Latino soldiers during World War II and its aftermath.

• Students will be able to analyze primary documents to answer an essential question.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION 
How do Macario García’s experiences represent both the achievements and significant challenges faced by 

Latino soldiers during World War II? Use primary and secondary source documents from the time period to 

support your answer. 

LESSON PROCEDURE 
1. Warm-up:

The purpose of this section is to generate student interest in the lesson.

• Project the photograph of President Harry Truman awarding the Medal of Honor Citation to Staff Sergeant 
Macario García and lead students through a quick exploration of the image.

o Ask students a series of questions that lead them to notice details in the image. (e.g., What is 
happening in the image? Who do you think the man in the blue suit is? How do you think each of 
them feels?)

• Project the article “Latin-American Hero Faces Charges in Brawl at Cafe.” Tell students that this was the 
headline in García’s hometown newspaper just one month after the Medal of Honor ceremony.

o Ask students to hypothesize what might have happened.

• Tell students that the circumstances of García’s story will be used to illustrate larger themes regarding the 
role of Latinos in World War II and in the U.S. during the war’s aftermath.

2. Video and Discussion of Its Themes:

The purpose of this section is to discuss the events and themes presented in the video.

• Watch the clip from episode 3 of Latino Americans, “War and Peace” (1:30–17:50) and have students 
complete the video worksheet.

• Once the students have completed the worksheet, ask the following questions:

o What were the major events and who were the major players mentioned in this video? What is 
their significance?

o What was the filmmaker’s point of view? How does this point of view affect the presentation of 
facts, events, and people?
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3. Build Background Knowledge:

During the exploration of primary source documents, students will be asked to contextualize the documents within 
the time period. This section is intended to build background knowledge about Latinos’ participation in World War 

II generally and the experience of Macario García specifically.

• Key ideas:

o Latinos fought alongside whites in all branches of the service. Percentage-wise, Latinos received 

more military commendations than any other ethnic group. García was one of these 

commended soldiers.

o Many Latinos were celebrated as heroes for their service during the war; García was just 

one example.

o When Latinos returned home, many faced the same discrimination they had faced before the war.

4. Exploration of Primary Source Documents:

In this section, students will use a Historical Thinking Chart to explore primary sources that describe the story of 
Macario García both during and after WWII. In preparation, make copies of each of the documents. These may then 
be posted around the room for a gallery walk, or the teacher can choose to make copies of all of the documents for 
all students. The Historical Thinking Chart is set up so that the teacher can decide which documents to present to the 
students (the main consideration being the amount of time the teacher can dedicate to the activity). The exploration 
can also be modified by telling students that they must explore a set number of documents within the time allotted.

• Pass out the blank Historical Thinking Chart.

o If necessary, introduce students to the terms sourcing, contextualization, corroboration, and 
close reading as steps historians take to paint a full picture of any historical event and be critical 
consumers of information.

• If doing a gallery walk, bring students’ attention to the posted documents, and explain that they will 
circulate around the room reading the documents and filling out the notes template for each one. Give 
students at least thirty minutes to rotate around the room.

• Alternately, the teacher may give students copies of all the selected documents to work on individually or 
in small groups.

• Optional: Have students complete a Primary Source Worksheet for each corresponding document.

5. Discussing the Documents:

The purpose of this section is to explore the events and themes more deeply.

• Bring the class back together. If students were not able to see all of the documents in the time allotted, you 
may want to give them a few minutes to share notes with other students who were able to see documents 
they did not get a chance to view.

• Lead a discussion that helps students connect these documents to the following questions:

o Why did Macario García receive the Medal of Honor?

o Did his actions at the Oasis Café detract from his image as a hero?

o Was the fact that García was decorated with the Medal of Honor evidence that racism against 
Latinos did not exist within the army? Why or why not?

o The civil rights movement began not long after the end of World War II. What evidence do you 
see in the documents from today that point to the reasons for this?
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6. Closing:

The purpose of this section is to give students a chance to synthesize their thoughts independently in writing.

• Give students the following writing prompt:

How do Macario García’s experiences represent both the achievements and significant challenges 

faced by Latino soldiers during World War II? Use primary and secondary source documents 

from the time period to support your answer. 

• Give students time to compose their paragraphs.
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WARM-UP WORKSHEET 

PRESIDENT HARRY TRUMAN PRESENTS STAFF SERGEANT MACARIO GARCÍA WITH THE 
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR, AUGUST 23, 1945. 
National Archives and Records Administration. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. What does this image portray?

2. What message does the image convey about the status of Latinos in U.S. society in 1945?

3. What impact do you think the image might have had on the discrimination Latinos faced in the U.S.

in the years following World War II?

5



 
 

 

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans 

 

 

WARM-UP WORKSHEET 

 
“LATIN-AMERICAN HERO FACES CHARGES IN BRAWL AT CAFÉ,” AMARILLO DAILY NEWS, 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1945. 
United Press International. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. How is Macario García portrayed in the article?

2. What details and facts are included in the article? What details are excluded?

3. How do the eyewitness accounts of John and Jim Brown shape how the incident is presented?

4. Is the article objective in its reporting of the incident? If not, to whom do you think the reporter is sympathetic?
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VIDEO WORKSHEET 

DIRECTIONS 
Answer the following questions using the information provided in the episode.

1. The video traces the story of the friendship between naval enlisted man Charles Wheeler and navy pilot Ensign

Manuel Gonzales. Why was Wheeler so surprised by the fact Gonzales was an officer and a pilot?

2. According to the video, what contributions did Latinos make during World War II and what impact

did they have on the U.S. during wartime?

3. What are examples of discrimination that Héctor P. García and his family experienced, especially as he sought

to serve in the U.S. military and as his family fled the Mexican Revolution to Texas?

4. How did the living conditions and military experiences of Puerto Ricans reveal the inequalities they faced in the

U.S., despite their full citizenship?
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5. According to the video, how did Latinos’ understanding of their own citizenship in the U.S. change

during the World War II era?

6. What living conditions did Macario García experience growing up in Texas?

7. Briefly describe Macario García’s actions in the Battle of Hürtgen Forest on November 22, 1944.

8. Which of Macario García’s actions that day do you believe demonstrated the greatest courage?

9



 
 

 

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans 

 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
WILLIAM WALTON, “THE BATTLE OF HÜRTGEN FOREST,” LIFE MAGAZINE, JANUARY 1, 1945, 
VOL. 18, NO. 1. 
LIFE Magazine 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. Briefly summarize the article’s description of Macario García’s actions during the Battle of Hürtgen Forest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why did the magazine article include the story of García as an introduction to the much longer account of the 

Battle of Hürtgen Forest?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How is the article’s account of the battle similar to the account in the video? How is the article’s description of 

the battle different than the video? 
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
A. S. CURTIS, MEDAL OF HONOR COMICS, SPRING ISSUE, 1946, VOL. 1, NO. 1. 
A. S. Curtis. 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. Who is the audience for this comic book?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How is Macario García portrayed? How is the comic similar to or different from other accounts of García’s 

heroic actions?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why publish García’s story in comic book form? What impact do you think this depiction of García’s story had 

on the comic book’s readers? 
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR, FEBRUARY 1, 1945. 
National Archives and Records Administration. 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. These documents are related to the official citation for Macario García’s Medal of Honor. What was the purpose 

of these accounts of García’s actions?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What elements are included in the official citation but are missing or different from the video’s account of the 

battle?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What elements of the official citation are missing or different from the account of the battle in the LIFE 

magazine article?  
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
“L.U.L.A.C. PAYS HOMAGE TO SUGAR LAND WAR HERO,” HOUSTON POST,  
SEPTEMBER 7, 1945. 
Courtesy Houston Metropolitan Research Center at Houston Public Library. 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. Why do you think the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) chose to honor the 

accomplishments of Macario García? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does the article describe García? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are García’s postwar plans, according to the story? 
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
“VETERAN HERO RESENTS BEING REFUSED SERVICE,” BORGER DAILY HERALD,  
OCTOBER 18, 1945. 
The Portal to Texas History, University of North Texas Libraries; crediting Hutchinson County Library,  

Borger Branch. 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1.  How is Macario García portrayed in the article? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What details and facts are included in the article? What details are excluded?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Is this article objective in its reporting of the incident? If not, to whom do you think the reporter is sympathetic?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Compare this article to “Latin-American Hero Faces Charges in Brawl at Café.” What are the similarities and 

differences, and how do they impact your understanding of this article’s overall tone?  
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES, ASSIGNMENTS, AND FURTHER RESOURCES 

CURATE A MUSEUM EXHIBITION 
Gather images and documents that indicate the barriers faced by Latinos in acquiring rights and opportunities in the 

U.S. during and immediately after World War II. Make a similar exhibition for one of the following groups: 

women, African Americans, American Indians, or Japanese Americans. Compare and contrast the struggles of the 

two groups.  

Groups may present their exhibitions as PowerPoint presentations or print images to create physical exhibitions. 

ASSIGNMENT PROMPTS  

• Using your textbooks or other sources, research the treatment of African Americans who served in the 
military during World War II. Write a brief essay explaining the differences between African Americans’ 
service and Latinos’ service. Conclude your essay by providing evidence for these differences.

• While Latinos faced barriers to equality and full citizenship during World War II, they also made gains in 

civil rights during this time. Write a brief essay describing how Latinos successfully challenged racism and 

segregation on the home front.

• Using your textbooks or other sources, examine the strategies employed by African Americans post-World 
War II to gain their civil rights. Using the provided primary source documents and the video, examine the 
strategies employed by Latinos. Write a brief essay identifying the two groups’ strategies and conclude with 

an evaluation of the most effective strategy.

• To further explore the work of World War II veterans in advocating for civil rights for Latinos, watch the 

segment in episode 3, “War and Peace,” (32:41–54:00) focusing on the story of Héctor P. García and 

download the related lesson plan.

• Veterans returning home from war today often face challenges readapting to civilian life. There are many 
articles on diverse issues relating to this topic, including this article from the Pew Research Center, which 
may serve as an entry point for teachers into class discussion.
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