LATINO=2= AMERICANS

500 YEARS OF HISTORY

MACARIO GARCIA

LESSON PLAN

LESSON OVERVIEW

Macario Garcia was a Medal of Honor-winning soldier in World War I1. He is also known for the controversy
surrounding the time in 1945 when he was turned away from a café in Richmond, Texas. In this lesson, students will
explore primary and secondary sources from the time period to assess the dynamics of race that existed during
World War I, both in the military and on the home front.

Note: This lesson plan uses the Stanford History Education Group's Reading Like a Historian Framework. This
method teaches students how to explore primary source documents and investigate historical questions by
employing strategies such as sourcing, contextualizing, corroborating, and close reading. To see this process in
action, watch this video series available on the Teaching Channel.

GRADES
9-12 (This lesson plan is suitable for middle school students with modifications such as excerpting the primary
source documents used.)

OBJECTIVES
e Students will understand the military experience and later experiences of Macario Garcia as representative
of the experience of Latino soldiers during World War Il and its aftermath.
e  Students will be able to analyze primary documents to answer an essential question.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How do Macario Garcia’s experiences represent both the achievements and significant challenges faced by
Latino soldiers during World War 11? Use primary and secondary source documents from the time period to
support your answer.

LESSON PROCEDURE
1. Warm-up:
The purpose of this section is to generate student interest in the lesson.
o Project the photograph of President Harry Truman awarding the Medal of Honor Citation to Staff Sergeant
Macario Garcia and lead students through a quick exploration of the image.

o Ask students a series of questions that lead them to notice details in the image. (e.g., What is
happening in the image? Who do you think the man in the blue suit is? How do you think each of
them feels?)

o  Project the article “Latin-American Hero Faces Charges in Brawl at Cafe.” Tell students that this was the
headline in Garcia’s hometown newspaper just one month after the Medal of Honor ceremony.

o Ask students to hypothesize what might have happened.

o  Tell students that the circumstances of Garcia’s story will be used to illustrate larger themes regarding the
role of Latinos in World War 11 and in the U.S. during the war’s aftermath.

2. Video and Discussion of Its Themes:
The purpose of this section is to discuss the events and themes presented in the video.
e Watch the clip from episode 3 of Latino Americans, “War and Peace” (1:30-17:50) and have students
complete the video worksheet.
e Once the students have completed the worksheet, ask the following questions:
o What were the major events and who were the major players mentioned in this video? What is
their significance?
o What was the filmmaker’s point of view? How does this point of view affect the presentation of
facts, events, and people?

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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3. Build Background Knowledge:
During the exploration of primary source documents, students will be asked to contextualize the documents within
the time period. This section is intended to build background knowledge about Latinos’ participation in World War
Il generally and the experience of Macario Garcia specifically.
o Key ideas:
o Latinos fought alongside whites in all branches of the service. Percentage-wise, Latinos received
more military commendations than any other ethnic group. Garcia was one of these
commended soldiers.
o Many Latinos were celebrated as heroes for their service during the war; Garcia was just
one example.
o When Latinos returned home, many faced the same discrimination they had faced before the war.

4. Exploration of Primary Source Documents:

In this section, students will use a Historical Thinking Chart to explore primary sources that describe the story of
Macario Garcia both during and after WWII. In preparation, make copies of each of the documents. These may then
be posted around the room for a gallery walk, or the teacher can choose to make copies of all of the documents for
all students. The Historical Thinking Chart is set up so that the teacher can decide which documents to present to the
students (the main consideration being the amount of time the teacher can dedicate to the activity). The exploration
can also be modified by telling students that they must explore a set number of documents within the time allotted.

e  Pass out the blank Historical Thinking Chart.

o If necessary, introduce students to the terms sourcing, contextualization, corroboration, and
close reading as steps historians take to paint a full picture of any historical event and be critical
consumers of information.

e Ifdoing a gallery walk, bring students’ attention to the posted documents, and explain that they will
circulate around the room reading the documents and filling out the notes template for each one. Give
students at least thirty minutes to rotate around the room.

o Alternately, the teacher may give students copies of all the selected documents to work on individually or
in small groups.

e Optional: Have students complete a Primary Source Worksheet for each corresponding document.

5. Discussing the Documents:
The purpose of this section is to explore the events and themes more deeply.

e Bring the class back together. If students were not able to see all of the documents in the time allotted, you
may want to give them a few minutes to share notes with other students who were able to see documents
they did not get a chance to view.

e Lead a discussion that helps students connect these documents to the following questions:

o  Why did Macario Garcia receive the Medal of Honor?

o Did his actions at the Oasis Café detract from his image as a hero?

o  Was the fact that Garcia was decorated with the Medal of Honor evidence that racism against
Latinos did not exist within the army? Why or why not?

o The civil rights movement began not long after the end of World War Il. What evidence do you
see in the documents from today that point to the reasons for this?

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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6. Closing:
The purpose of this section is to give students a chance to synthesize their thoughts independently in writing.
¢  Give students the following writing prompt:
How do Macario Garcia’s experiences represent both the achievements and significant challenges
faced by Latino soldiers during World War 11? Use primary and secondary source documents
from the time period to support your answer.
e  Give students time to compose their paragraphs.

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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WARM-UP WORKSHEET

PRESIDENT HARRY TRUMAN PRESENTS STAFF SERGEANT MACARIO GARCIA WITH THE
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR, AUGUST 23, 1945.
National Archives and Records Administration.

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans



LATINO=2=AMERICANS

500 YEARS OF HISTORY

MACARIO GARCIA

QUESTIONS

1. What does this image portray?

2. What message does the image convey about the status of Latinos in U.S. society in 1945?

3. What impact do you think the image might have had on the discrimination Latinos faced in the U.S.
in the years following World War 11?

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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WARM-UP WORKSHEET

“LATIN-AMERICAN HERO FACES CHARGES IN BRAWL AT CAFE,” AMARILLO DAILY NEWS,
SEPTEMBER 25, 1945.
United Press International.

Latm Amerlcan Hero Faces
~ Charges in Brawl at Cafe

il- HOUSTON, Sept. 25 UP)—When Staff Sgt. Marcario Garcla, 25 years
1er | old, of Sugarland, winner of the Congressional Medal of Honor for valor
165 | in domibat, returns from Washington with his discharge, he will find him-
self liable to arrest for assault and battery and aggravated assault.

ng|  The charges were filed as a 1esult of a fight when a Richmond, Tex.,
\ir | cafe owner refused to serve Sgt. Gnrcia because he is of Mexican decent,

rl-| Sgt. Gareia, according to wit-
- nesses, became angered when he who live near Sugarland, Tex.. and

on | was refused a cup of coffee and was |Were in the cafe at the time of the
ad told that “we don't serve Mexicans incident, sald that Garcla was
‘ o M justified in becoming angered when .
i nae; fused service. They wen to his
= ‘ A baseball bat was used on the :Sdusi’hezler:ge. unlt!yentiglned man
voung hero during the argument. struck him with the ball bat.
' Houston attorneys, headed by| jim Brown reported that *“the
John Herrera, vice president of the gergeant asked for coffee and was
|United Latin American Citizens, will |jnsulted when they told him they
‘move to Richmond to defend the|diq not serve Mexicans. He protest-
¢ B soldier if District Attorney Robert ed and was told to get out. A
‘Bassett of Richmond chooses 10 scuffle ensued and when some guy

| prosecute. hit him with the baseball bat we
Tuo saxlors. John and Jim Q{'own interfered.”
- B 3\ Sgt. Garcia was presented the

Congressional Medal by President
Truman. He was decorated for
heroically knocking out several
machine gun nests and killing sev-
eral snipers who had pinned his
company down in Germany.

His company faced death, until, -
although wounded, he volunteered
to clear out the enemy,

His parents live on & tiny farm
near Sugarland.

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans



LATINO=2=AMERICANS

500 YEARS OF HISTORY

MACARIO GARCIA

QUESTIONS

1. How is Macario Garcia portrayed in the article?

2. What details and facts are included in the article? What details are excluded?

3. How do the eyewitness accounts of John and Jim Brown shape how the incident is presented?

4. s the article objective in its reporting of the incident? If not, to whom do you think the reporter is sympathetic?

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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VIDEO WORKSHEET

DIRECTIONS
Answer the following questions using the information provided in the episode.

The video traces the story of the friendship between naval enlisted man Charles Wheeler and navy pilot Ensign

1.
Manuel Gonzales. Why was Wheeler so surprised by the fact Gonzales was an officer and a pilot?
2. According to the video, what contributions did Latinos make during World War 1l and what impact
did they have on the U.S. during wartime?
3. What are examples of discrimination that Héctor P. Garcia and his family experienced, especially as he sought

to serve in the U.S. military and as his family fled the Mexican Revolution to Texas?

4. How did the living conditions and military experiences of Puerto Ricans reveal the inequalities they faced in the
U.S., despite their full citizenship?

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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5. According to the video, how did Latinos’ understanding of their own citizenship in the U.S. change
during the World War Il era?

6. What living conditions did Macario Garcia experience growing up in Texas?

7. Briefly describe Macario Garcia’s actions in the Battle of Hlrtgen Forest on November 22, 1944,

8.  Which of Macario Garcia’s actions that day do you believe demonstrated the greatest courage?

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET

WILLIAM WALTON, “THE BATTLE OF HURTGEN FOREST,” LIFE MAGAZINE, JANUARY 1, 1945,
VOL. 18, NO. 1.
LIFE Magazine

THE BATTLE OF HURTGEN FOREST

A GLOOMY GERMAN WOODS TAKES ITS PLACE IN U.S. HISTORY BESIDE THE WILDERNESS AND THE ARGONNE
by WILLIAM WALTON

Crouching in the tangled underbrush beneath a fallen tree, a little band of U.S. Infantrymen
hear German shells crashing down in the woods close by

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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Five miles southeast of Aachen is the Hiurtgen Forest,
s0 square miles of tall firs and Siegfried line pill-
boxes. In September U.S. troops went into the forest
and after ten weeks of eerie, murderous fighting they
came out of it. Last week the German counteroffensive
zhreatened 2o outflank the Americans helding the forest
but, told by ** Time'* and LIFE William Walton, it
could not ¢fface the story of courageous men who rook is.

‘I'hc sergeant named Garcia couldn’t believe his
eyes when he saw six American engineers wari-
ly working their way across the flat, unfenced
ficlds into Grosshau. Garcia knew that Grosshau
was still very much in German hands. As he
watched in the cold gray afternoon from his shell
crater he saw happen just what he knew would
happen.

The Germans burrowed into the cellars of the
ruined village, let the engincers creep 200 yards
past the first house, then opened fire from all
sides. The engincers disappeared in a burst of
flame, either dead or prisoners.

Nobody could find out who had given the
engincers orders to enter Grosshau. One of cthose
snafus which are part of any battle. Neither
could anyone find out, after the battle of Hiircgen

Forest had ended, just exactly what Sergeant
Garcia had done then. All they knew was that
Garcia and a half dozen other gunners had left
skecleton crews at their antitank guns 2 quarter
of a mile up the road from Grosshau. Then they
crawled down into the village outskirts, killed
the Germans in the necarest cellars, recaprured
the engineers and crawled back with them to the
American lines.

Garcia was wounded. So nobody could get a
detailed account from him before he was carried
back to a clearing station. Not even his first
name. Somebody remembered he had just got
American citizenship a year ago. That was all.
The regimental colonel when he heard about it
said, "' That man is going to get the best medal I
can give him. Somebody must find out all che de-
tails.”" Bur the fight for Grosshau and the last
dank patches of Hiirtgen Forest were still too hot
‘just then for any careful research, and Garcia's

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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feat had been only a little more heroic than those
of hundreds of other men who in the cumule and
confusion had been daring and courageous and
resourceful. Most of their braveries never would
be known, except to the few who witnessed
them, just as no man would ever know all that

had happened in the battle of the Hiirtgen Forest.

Hiirtgen Forest is a name to carve some day on
the war memorials of America beneath such evoc-
ative place names as Chitcau-Thicrry, the Ar-
gonne forest and the Wilderness of the Civil War,
Other battles in this war have been more dramat-
ically decisive—Normandy, St. L8, the Falaise
pocket—but none was tougher or bloodier than
the battle for this Hircgen Forest.

Close-ranked firs towering 75 to 100 fect make
the Hiiregen Forest a gloomy, mysterious world
where the brightness of noon is muted to an ceric
twilight filtering through dark trees onto spongy
brown.ncedles and rocting logs. Occasionally a
neat ditch to control forest fires slices through
the overgrowth. A few woodchoppers’ huts such
as old Germanic folk tales describe are hidden
among the trees. On the western fringe four vil-
lages—Rott, Zweifall, Viche and Schevenhiete
—fll small clearings. Otherwise the Hiregen-
wald is a fachomless sca of darkness, somber
enough in peacetime, in wartime sinister with
lurking enemics, evil with whining bullets and
bursting shells that leave broken trees and broken
men in tangled fraternity,

American troops had been in the forest since: New roads had to be cut through the trees and paved
with logs so trucks could move up

mid-September when the 1s¢, 4th and gch Divisions overran the outer
Siegfried defenses with the momentum gained through France and
Belgium, Two Hurtgen villages, Zweifall and Schevenhiitee, fell
before overtaur supply lines pulled che First U. S. Army up short,
Not unul mid-November could the starting signal be given again.

By Nov. 16 the gth Division had been withdrawn from its dug-in
Hiirtgenwald positions and the 4ch Division, first ashore in Nor-
mandy, substituted to spearhcad the attack. The 4th commander,
Major General R. O. Barton, sent his 12¢h Regiment in on the left

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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QUESTIONS

1. Briefly summarize the article’s description of Macario Garcia’s actions during the Battle of Hiirtgen Forest.

2. Why did the magazine article include the story of Garcia as an introduction to the much longer account of the
Battle of Hiirtgen Forest?

3. How is the article’s account of the battle similar to the account in the video? How is the article’s description of
the battle different than the video?

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET

A. S. CURTIS, MEDAL OF HONOR COMICS, SPRING ISSUE, 1946, VOL. 1, NO. 1.
A. S. Curtis.

POWERS, IN THE CRITI-

& A
CAL CORAL SEA BATTLE S 2IORM

THE DEFENSES OF
THE SIEGFRIED LINES.

GILMORE'S
SUB RAMS
THE JAP. 7

REMAINS TO
GIVE THE ONLY
COVERING FIRE

NEXT TIME WE
TRY IT wEle
CRACK THE

SIEGFRIED LINE! - |

\ opyright 1946

| - \ by A. S. Curtis
AR . N = Box 29, Anmpo!u, Muyhnd |

e ——

%% THE NATION’S HIGHEST AWARD FOR VALOR

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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CONGRESSIONAL
MEDAL - I'C!)ONOR
R

HIE
STAFF SERGEANT MARCARIO GARCIA

. e e [ NOV. 27 1944 NIAR GROJSWAU, € 1RMNY,
by A«S. CURTIS | GARCW'S COMPANY *B'; 22ND INFANTRY,
| ATTACKS PRIPARED EXEMY POSITIONS
ON AWOORED MILL WHNICH CAN BT
APPROACKED ONLY BY MEAGER
COVER
COME ON, -
TELLOWS LITY
GEr THEN/

STAFF SERGEANT MURCARIO CARCIA,
NEDCAN-SORY IRMNTOVAN £ RON TTXAS,
ALTROVGN WOUNDED, SINCLENANDED Mt
STORMED TWO FLIMING MACKINEGUNY,
DLLING OR CAPTURING THWEIR CRIWS/
FOR THIS, NE RECEIVED THE NATION'S
NIGNEST AWARD,FOR VALOUR /

-y

PIRNED DOWN BY INTERIE MACKINE GUN

FIRE FROM THE MILL AS WELL AS BY

MORTAR AND ARTILLEAY, COB™FACES A
515, MTHOUGH PAINFULLY WOUNPID,
RCIA REFUSES TO BE EVACUATED...

OW W15 OWN INTIATIVE, GARCIA CRAWLS |
FORWARD TOWARDS THE ENEMY.....

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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L GRENADES ATAN FMPLACE -
MENT, DESTROYING THE GUN AND GUNRER
AND CAUSING THE CREW TO ATTEMPT PUGHT/

cncm ! you -:uomo
QUT THAY WHOLE o¢
P MACHINEGUN AND
ITS CREW:: NICE
JUST LLUEK \_ GOING /

LGUESS FLILOW 3

VTTERLY DISREGARDING NIS PER-
SONAL SHHY OAB(M STORMS

M I 10
GET THAT MM
CHINRGUN /

WITH HIS RIFLE, CARCIA MILLS THRER
OF THE ENEMY WHO ATTEMPTED TOFLEL.

SonIuNsmIMMEL /
NE GOT BLOF US/

aur wommva SICoOND w\cwucun OPENS
Vr FiRING mmw

DESTROTING THE GUN_ KILLING THAE

ACTION, CO“B* NOW CONTINUES ITS A
YANCE FORWARD. GARCIA FINALLY AC*
CEPTED MEDICAL AID; AND FOR M1IS CON
SPICUOUS HEROISM AND HIS INSPIR-
ING COURAGEOUS CONDUCT AND A-
CHIEVEMENT, NE WAS AWARDED THE CON-
GRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR !

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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QUESTIONS

1. Who is the audience for this comic book?

2. How is Macario Garcia portrayed? How is the comic similar to or different from other accounts of Garcia’s
heroic actions?

3. Why publish Garcia’s story in comic book form? What impact do you think this depiction of Garcia’s story had
on the comic book’s readers?

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET

RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR, FEBRUARY 1, 1945.
National Archives and Records Administration.

.or

R-E~8-T-R~I-C-T-E~D

HEADQUARTERS
OQQMPANY "B"
22ND INFANTRY

AG 200.6 Garcia, Macario (M) (Enl) APO #4, U.S. Army,
' 1 February, 1945.

SUBJECT: Recommandation for Award of the Medal of Honor.
THRU 1 Commanding Genersl, Ath Infantry Division, APO #4, U.S. Amy.
TO it The Adjutant Qeesmal, War Department, Washington 25, D.C.

Under the provisions of AR 600-45, dated 22 September 1943, as amended,
and Itr, Hq. ETOUSA, file AG 200.6 MPGA, Sub: Awards and Decorations, dated 12
June 1944, it is recommsnded that the Medal of Honor be cm:i:r‘ :;- h{.ouomung
sted man for oconsplouous &:lhnt.ry and intrepidity at the Y
:& and byo:‘d. the l:il.‘l. of duty in action involving actual conflict with an

{ enamy.
1. Personal Datai

P (Nane Rank (AN

ry. M, 22nd i
Tﬂ%ﬂlﬂ) !o:-hnﬁong

b. BStaff Sergeant Gargia was then a Private First Class, ASN 38246362,
assigned to Company "B", 22nd Infantry, and was serving in the capacity of acting
rifle squad leader at the time of the action upon which recommendation is based.

o. Decorations previocusly awardsd: Bronze Star Medal, General Orders No.
“ 89, Hq. 4th Infantry Division, APO #4, U.S. Amy, dated & December 1944, for heroic
| aghlevement in conpsction witfl military operations against an enemy of the United
I gtates in Germany on 16 geptember 1944} Purple- Heart, Generdl Orders No, 37, Hq.
“ 4th Infantry Division, AFO #k, U.8. Amy, dated 13 July 1944, for wounds received
in action in Prance on 20 June 1944 Oak-leaf Cluster to the Purple Heart, Ceneral
. " orders No. 25. Ha. 12lst Station Hoepital, dsted 18 December 1944, for wounds
received in action in Germany on 27 November 1954

d. decoretion has previously been awarded for this act, and Staff
gergeant ou-st has not previously bedn recommended for an award on the basis
of this or related acts.

he entire oirvio- of Staff Sergeant Garcia, since the rendition
AN e ,IFpon which this Tecomendstion is based, has boen honorabls.

¢. Entered the military service from: Sugarland, Texas.
g+ Nearest relative: Mrs, Josefa Garola (lbt.h,r), Bax #251, Sugarland,
-l
ARy R-E~8-T-R-I-C-T-E-D

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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|1/ REproguced fior e Unciassified | Deciassified Holdings of the National Archives

T T -

(R O seossam |
s

1P i" sty - J3DY]
R | UL by
J .8 . ==

i | ReEaSTR-IS0uTuED

AG 200,6 Gareia, Magario (NMI) (Enl) Ltr, Recom for Award, 1 Feb 45 (Cont'd)
‘ /8, Genoynl Datai
| - a, The 6ffioer 1ng $his eward has persomel knowledge of the

'l acy uppn which the tion ia beased, Statements of two syo-witnosses ara
|| athacksd n.ﬁoiunru Yo, 1 sad No, 8.

b, The resommendafion is net supported by officisl reoords,

| 9, This enliated men was slightiy‘wounded in sotion, suffering a shell
| fragment in the right shoulder, sa @ yesult of the ash upon wiich 4ids rocommenda~
ticn 45 based; Opriified trus doples of Admission snd Disposition Reports of two
hodigul installstions through which thia enlistsd man was ovacuated are attached
no Inclesures No, 3 and No, 4,

8. Speeifia Datat ]
a; Exnot date of agys RB7 November 1944,

b, Location 8¢ which sct was performedi Vioinity of Cromahau, w.
Sketich 10 attached as Inmclosure No, B, :

o; The following combat informetiom e submitheds
(1) Omarecter of terreini Wooded and hillyf
; hostile observationt Exagllent)
of éneny fire! Heavy mschino=-gun;, morter, artillery and
‘rlno Tire; -
|
(2) Visibility: Uood:
of “” 1“.
rio oonditions! Ocld,

tion of emenyf Hatrenchod in pilljoxes and dugecuts in the

§Es ! © o f4) Iinh - that of our own troops) good) and of encmy forces, uns
|

{5) oju'u-ui- sustained: Heavy;

i {8) Ab a redult of this sch by Stagf Bovgent Garoia, Cempany B,

1| '36nd Infantyy, was released from the withewing machine. fire which had pimned

it it'down, permittink tha dompaxy to weize and hold 1te ohjeotive, whish, in turn,
| enabled the 1st Beptalicu B2nd Infantry, to sceomplish its mission of geining
gontrol of the impertant road medwork in the yioinity of Grosshau, Germany, - -

ey o, LB 2B St b, ) S
"BY ! o an enlisted man of Ty
L_naum ﬁvms a0t loon:lici with an enemy, dtotinguished himgell Omuo-"
- < { - g ”‘ <
Re-ESeTeReT~0~T=E~D

[ Arg!

For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans
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P d from the L lfied /D fied Holdings of the National Archives
N ARSI |
oS
R-E-3-TeRwI«0eT~E-D

AG 800,68 Gerois, Macario (MMI) (Enl), Ltr, Recom for Awerd, 1 Feb 45 (Cont'd)

uously by galiantry and intrepedity at the risk of his 1ife adbove and beyond the
call of duty., On 87 November 1944, Company "B", 22nd Infantry, was attacking a
141l 4y the vicinity of Grosshau, Germiny. Ths ground dirsctly in front of the
1il) wag wooded) to the right a gulley, and on the loft @ bald slope. The only
route of attack was through sn open field direotly in front of the wooded area,
When the twon"om line® platoons were almost to their objective, they were fired
upon end pinned down by enemy machine-gum and rifle fire from entirsnched posi-
tions in the wooded arss, Many casualbies were suffered, snd almost immediately
the ememy plmced mortar and artillery fire on the troops, After the barrage

hed lifted the suppott plitoon was committed, In a vain effort to get to the
flanke, this pletoom, too, was pimmed down, and another barregs fell on the come
pany'e

"In this action Staff Sergeant Carcie wes 2 squed leader in the support
platoon, The heavy Cermen fire which pinned-down the company inflioted casual-
ties on the suppord platoon as 4t moved forwerd and o the flsnks, Among the

{ oasualties was Staff Sergeant Garcim -~ his right shoulder wounded by & shell
fregment,  Soeing the plight of Company B under the hoavy mechine-gun and small
arms fire, and the heavy artillery and mortar concentrations, Staff Sergeant
Garcis refussd 4o be evacurted, On his own volitiqn, alone, and though wounded,
he worked his wey to the woods on the right flank of his company and orawled up
the slope towards the known enemy mechine-gun nest, He threw hend-grensdes into
the smemy position emd the gun oeased firing, Thres enemy soldiers, trying to
evacuste the position, were killed by Staff Sergeant Garciam with three accurate
shots from hig M-l rifle, Upen his return to the company, another enemy machine.
gun opaned fire from a different section of the woods, grezing Company B's front
end again pirning down the men, S411 refusing medical evacuation, Staff Sergeant
Garcis again left Bis pilnned-down comredes, worked up the slope snd through the
waist~high grass, snd assaulted this second machine-gun nest, EHe kmodked out the
gun with hend-grenddes, shot and killed three more Germans with his rifle, and
then returned Yo his company a second $ime, this time bringing four Germans he

‘ ocaptured in the lagter action, i

: "Only them, with the withering sutomatic fire which covered sll foasable

routes of approach for the Oompany ersdioated, did the remsining thirty~five men
of Company B drive on to $heir objective with the undisputed glory of having won
one of the greatesy battles of the Hurtgen Forest, After the objective had been
token; and only upon orders them, vas S%aff Sergeant Garoim ovascuated to tho rear
for medical breatment,

} "Dus to the initiative, bdravery amd patriotic dewotion of this soldier
who kad just recently become a oitizem of the United States and whe said ha

ted to do something for my country”) the lives of memy men were saved, and

Ocmpaxy B, 82nd Infantry, was able to seize 1ts objective, dominating terrain
fram which the fortified Germen town of Grosshau was cut off from the wesd,"

/' Inol@,s e .
© ) Bee next page. ot A0,
7 1st It,, 22nd Infantyy,
: [/ G Command ing.
i / -3
:"/ ﬁ 6 R-E~§-T=R=I=C~T-E~D
/¢
1
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T BEASSEE )
|

.+ REBERICEED

APO § 4, UB ARMY
: 10 December 1944
£00.8  Carois, Macarie, (NMI), (EM)

le appeared befers me, the undersigned efficer, duly qualified
te aduingtor eaths, sROBERT H. WESSMANN & T/30r. » ABY 32024160 » Cempany "BV ,
28ad Infuwtry; whe, after being first duly swern, states under cath a3 fellews;

"0n 87 Nevember 1944, "B" Cempany, 22nd Infantry was attacking & hill
near (resshav, Germsny. The hill wag strengly dofended with Iertiffed pesibviens
by machine gwn and rifle fure. The enemy was "dug-in" in & weoded area in the
appreach te the hill. The smly reute sf attack was an vpen f£isld in which the
growth of zrase was walst highe Oa the right was a gulley and en the left & bald
slepe's The cempany abimoked tws platesns abreast and upen getiing almest te their
sbjestive were fired upen by enemy machine gun and rifle fire. After a heavy mebtar
tad artillery berrage, and the cesmittal ‘of the suppert platesn, I oaw Private
Firgt Olaas Garoia ge inte the woeds in fremt of my pesitien. I maw him orawl up
almest te the ememy gum emplaceuent and threw eeveral gresades.later at the seund
of M=l rifles fire, I saw Priwmte First Class Garcis kill three Germams az they
were leaving their positien. The machine gum fired ne mers after this sctien. Ne
seener had Priwbte Firsh Olmss Oarois rejeined the cempeny, when he was fired

' upem by amother wachine gun frem-a differext part ef the weeds. He then teek el
again, and unadsisted ho killed three mere Germsns and oaptured féur priseners.
After ths company had reached it's cbjestive, Priwte Pirst Olass Garois had te be
erdered te the rear fer medicel treatment ef a weund in the sheulder sustained
befare he went inte the weedn fer the Zirst tims. His hereism saved the lives of
many men and allewsd the osmpany te reach it's ebjective. "

Further deponent sayeth not,

ROBERY H. WBSHSMANN
T/50T. ABH, 32024180
Company "BY, 8Bnd Infantry

. Subsoribsd and swera te by the abeve wamed individual befare mo at,
#QOBTINGEN, LUXENBOURG ¢ em this 106 of Ducenber 1944.

2
Tnol L~

RESTRIOCTED
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APO # 4, U.S.ARMY
10 December 1944

200.6 Garcia,Macario ,NMI, (EX)

Pergonally appeared before me,the undersigned officer,duly qualified
to administer oaths, * THOMAS D. WARD , * §/SGT = 39102798 » Company B, 22nd
Infantry,who,after firgt being duly aworn,nﬁatu under oath as follows:

"On the morning off 27 Movember 19&‘&, I was with "B",Company,22nd Infant
attacking a hill in the vicinity of (k'ouhlﬁ,cermny.m had to attack through an
opon field at the end of which was a wooded area at the base of the hill.On the
right was a gulloy and ém the left anocther bald slope.As the two “on line"platom |
were pearing their objective they received enemy machine gun fire and rifle flire
from entrenched positions within the woods.We had no sooner gotten down when the |
énemy placec & heavy barrage of mortar and artillery on us.I was with the suppori |
platoon and as we were trying to get to the flanks,they oponed up again an ws )
with mortar and artillery fire.I saw Private First Class Garcia,an acting squad §
loader in our platoon,edge his way up to the woods.He then crawled up as close ¢ . |
the gun position as possible and tossed a couplo of grenmades at the enomy machine ]

1 gun crow.fhen the enemy tried to get out of their holos he killed all three of \
them with his rifle.He was fired at by enother machine gun from ancther sectiom !
of the woods.He then went back in the woods and unassisted got up almost to the l
newly discovered position,crawling and throwdng grenades with deadly accuracy,and !
was able to knock ocut this new position,killing three more Germans.le returmed }
with four prisoners and as soon as the company got to it's objective he was sent |
to the rear for medical treatment for & wound which was sustained before knocking * |
out the first machine gun.His act saved many lives,and was largely responsible
for the company taking 4it's objectives

Further deponent sayeth mot, !
Gl O -~
THOWAS D. WARD.

|
8/sgte« ASN,39102798 |‘
B Company,22nd Infantry

|

Bubgoribed and sworn to me thdsabove pamsd individual before me at

* GOSTINGEN, LUXENBOURG. *,on this =l * day of,» DECEMDER ,1944 *
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QUESTIONS

1. These documents are related to the official citation for Macario Garcia’s Medal of Honor. What was the purpose
of these accounts of Garcia’s actions?

2. What elements are included in the official citation but are missing or different from the video’s account of the
battle?

3. What elements of the official citation are missing or different from the account of the battle in the LIFE
magazine article?
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET

“L.U.L.A.C. PAYS HOMAGE TO SUGAR LAND WAR HERO,” HOUSTON POST,

SEPTEMBER

7,1945.

Courtesy Houston Metropolitan Research Center at Houston Public Library.

{E HOUSTON POST Classificd, Radio, Amusement SECTION TWO

HOUSTON, TEXAS

SEPTEMBER 7, 1945

By MARTHA GREGORY

Mexico,
country's highest military award,
was honored by the
uncil of the League of United

g Thursday night at the civil
urthouse.

_He is Staff Sgt. Macario Garcia,

edal of Honor with 27

oes Aug. 23 by President Truman.
‘The quiet, slightly-built sergeant

n the medal of honor for action
r Grosshau, Germany, Nov.
hen he single-handedly assaulted

ments. Sergeant Garcia’s company,

Compuny B of the Twenty-second
i try, was pinned down by in-
tense enemy fire. The Germans
were firing from prepared posi-
tions on a hill.

Although painfully wounded in
the right shoulder, the Texas farm
hoy, then a private, refused to be
evacuated. He crawled forward
alone until he had reached a posi-
tion near the emplacement. Hurl-
ing grenades, he assaulted the posi-
tion, destroyed the gun and with
i his rifle, ki]led three Germans who

‘Sw

- G QT

A Sugar Land farm boy born in
who wears his adopted

Houston

tin-American Citizens at a meet-

271E. T. O

two enemy machine gun emplace-

L.U.L.A.C.PaysHomage
ToSugarLandWarHero

soldier went forward.

tured four.

He fought on with his unit until
the objective was taken. Only then

uated for medical care.
Sergeant Garcia said Thursday

killing rabbits on the farm in Sugar
Land.

The sergeant has been in the

army almost three years. He served
a year overseas and also wears the
combat infantryman’s badge, purple
heart with cluster, bronze star and
. ribbon with four battle
stars.
Sergeant Garcia arrived back in
the United States in March and
will return to Washington Sept. 23.
He has applied for a discharge and
expects to be released at the end
of September. After he receives his
discharge, he wants to go to school
and perhaps study scientific farm-
ing.

Fernando Salas, president of the
Houston council of L. U. L. A. C,
presided at the meeting Thursday
night John J. Herrera, vice presi-
dent, introduced Sergeant Garcia.
Sr. Arturo M. Elias, Mexican consul
in Houston, and E. Smith,

against the Americans. Again the
Storming
the position, he destroyed the gun,
killed three more Germans and cap-

did he permit himself to be evac-

that he had learned to shoot by

SUGAR LAND HERO—Staff Sgt. Macario Garcia of Sugar Land, wearer of the con ional
medal of honor, was honored by the Houston council of the League of United Latin American Citi=

o chairman of the Texas Good Neigh-| zens Thursday night at the civil courthouse. Reading the citation, left to right, are: Robert E.
4 When he rejoined his y, albor also attended the| Smith, chairman of the Good Neighbor commission in Texas, Sergeant Garcia, and John J. Her-
£ d hi gun d fire/meeting. rera, Vive president of the council.
1
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QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) chose to honor the
accomplishments of Macario Garcia?

2. How does the article describe Garcia?

3.  What are Garcia’s postwar plans, according to the story?
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET

“VETERAN HERO RESENTS BEING REFUSED SERVICE,” BORGER DAILY HERALD,
OCTOBER 18, 1945.

The Portal to Texas History, University of North Texas Libraries; crediting Hutchinson County Library,
Borger Branch.

Veteran Hero
Resents Being
Refused Service

RICHMOND, Tex., Oct. 18—(&)
_Staff Sgt. Macario Garcia, con-
ressional Medal of Honor \\'inncr.‘
vesterday made bond of $500 here |
on charges of aggravated assault|
filed Sept. 24 by Mrs. Donna An- |
Irews ]
The charges were the outgrowth |
of a disturbance in a local cuf«ri
after Garcia sald he was rvt’usodi
serviee, :
Mrs, Andrews, one of the own- |
ers of the cafe, said she was struck l
in the mouth during the disturb- |
ance, |
Garcia, a naturalized citizen of |
Mexican birth who now lives in|
Sugarland following a recent dis-
charge from the army, was ac-|
companied here by his attorney, |
John J. Herrera, and R. E. ‘Bnlwl
Smith.chairman of the Texas Good |
Neighbor Commission. :
The disturbance occured Sept
10, In the argument and fight, a
plate glass window was broken |
and Garcia was struck on the head
with a baseball bat.
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QUESTIONS

1. How is Macario Garcia portrayed in the article?

2.  What details and facts are included in the article? What details are excluded?

3. Isthis article objective in its reporting of the incident? If not, to whom do you think the reporter is sympathetic?

4. Compare this article to “Latin-American Hero Faces Charges in Brawl at Café.” What are the similarities and
differences, and how do they impact your understanding of this article’s overall tone?
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES, ASSIGNMENTS, AND FURTHER RESOURCES

CURATE A MUSEUM EXHIBITION

Gather images and documents that indicate the barriers faced by Latinos in acquiring rights and opportunities in the
U.S. during and immediately after World War 11. Make a similar exhibition for one of the following groups:
women, African Americans, American Indians, or Japanese Americans. Compare and contrast the struggles of the
two groups.

Groups may present their exhibitions as PowerPoint presentations or print images to create physical exhibitions.

ASSIGNMENT PROMPTS

Using your textbooks or other sources, research the treatment of African Americans who served in the
military during World War II. Write a brief essay explaining the differences between African Americans’
service and Latinos’ service. Conclude your essay by providing evidence for these differences.

While Latinos faced barriers to equality and full citizenship during World War 11, they also made gains in
civil rights during this time. Write a brief essay describing how Latinos successfully challenged racism and
segregation on the home front.

Using your textbooks or other sources, examine the strategies employed by African Americans post-World
War Il to gain their civil rights. Using the provided primary source documents and the video, examine the
strategies employed by Latinos. Write a brief essay identifying the two groups’ strategies and conclude with
an evaluation of the most effective strategy.

To further explore the work of World War Il veterans in advocating for civil rights for Latinos, watch the
segment in episode 3, “War and Peace,” (32:41-54:00) focusing on the story of Héctor P. Garcia and
download the related lesson plan.

Veterans returning home from war today often face challenges readapting to civilian life. There are many
articles on diverse issues relating to this topic, including this article from the Pew Research Center, which
may serve as an entry point for teachers into class discussion.
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