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LESSON PLAN 

LESSON OVERVIEW 
Héctor P. García was an especially effective and significant advocate for civil rights in the United States. His 

grassroots efforts began with fighting for the rights of Latino veterans after World War II. Founder of the activist 

organization the American GI Forum, García emphasized that securing rights such as voting, serving in the 

military, and receiving a good education would elevate the status of Latinos and grant them the broader civil rights 

to which all Americans are entitled. 

Note: This lesson plan uses the Stanford History Education Group's Reading Like a Historian Framework. This 

method teaches students how to explore primary source documents and investigate historical questions by 

employing strategies such as sourcing, contextualizing, corroborating, and close reading. To see this process in 

action, watch this video series available on the Teaching Channel. 

GRADES 
9–12 (This lesson plan is suitable for middle school students with modifications such as excerpting the primary 

source documents used.) 

OBJECTIVES 

• Students will be able to describe how Héctor P. García, founder of the American GI Forum, advanced the 
cause of Latino civil rights in the United States.

• Students will be able to analyze primary documents to answer an essential question.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION 
What role did Héctor P. García play as an advocate for Latino civil rights? Use primary and secondary source 

documents from the time period to support your answer. 

LESSON PROCEDURE 
1. Warm-up:

The purpose of this section is to generate student interest in the lesson.

• Project the document “American GI Forum Groups in the United States” and lead students through a quick 
exploration of the image.

o Ask students a series of questions to lead them to notice details in the picture.

▪ What does this map represent? When was this map created? What do the dates on each 
state mean? What does it mean that some states do not have dates?

• Tell students that they will be exploring how Héctor P. García sought equality for Latinos, beginning with 

his community in South Texas. Take a knowledge inventory. Who knows who Héctor P. García is? Who 

knows what the American GI Forum is?

2. Video and Discussion of Its Themes:

The purpose of this section is to discuss the events and themes presented in the video.

• Watch the clip from Latino Americans Episode 3: “War and Peace” (32:41–54:00) and have students 
complete the video worksheet.

• Once the students have completed the worksheet, ask the following questions:

o What were the major events and who were the major players mentioned in this video? What is 
their significance?

o What was the filmmaker’s point of view? How does this point of view affect the presentation of 
facts, events, and people?
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3. Build Background Knowledge:

During the exploration of primary source documents, students will be asked to contextualize the documents within 
the time period. This section is intended to build background knowledge about the American GI Forum and Latino 

activism immediately following World War II.

• Key ideas:

o After returning home from World War II, many Latino veterans experienced various forms of 

racial discrimination. Some had difficulties receiving the benefits outlined in the Servicemen’s 

Readjustment Act of 1944 or what became known as the GI Bill.

o The American GI Forum, founded and led by Army veteran Héctor P. García, became an 
important civil rights group whose members advocated for equal treatment of Mexican Americans.

o Controversy over the burial of Private Felix Z. Longoria became a flashpoint in Mexican 
Americans’ struggle against discrimination. After being contacted by Héctor P. García, then-

Senator Lyndon B. Johnson arranged for Longoria to be buried at Arlington National Cemetery in 
Washington, DC.

o Héctor P. García maintained a connection to Lyndon B. Johnson, whose presidential 
administration saw the enaction of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
Appointed by President Johnson in 1968, García became the first Mexican American to serve on 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.

4. Exploration of Primary Documents:

In this section, students will use a Historical Thinking Chart to explore primary sources that describe the story of 
Héctor P. García and his work with the American GI Forum. In preparation, make copies of each of the documents. 
These may then be posted around the room for a gallery walk, or the teacher can choose to make copies of all of the 
documents for all students. The Historical Thinking Chart is set up so that the teacher can decide which documents 
to present to the students (the main consideration being the amount of time the teacher can dedicate to the activity). 
The exploration can also be modified by telling students that they must explore a set number of documents within 
the time allotted.

• Pass out the blank Historical Thinking Chart.

o If necessary, introduce students to the terms sourcing, contextualization, corroboration, and 
close reading as steps historians take to paint a full picture of any historical event and be critical 
consumers of information.

• If doing a gallery walk, bring students’ attention to the posted documents, and explain that they will 
circulate around the room reading the documents and filling out the notes template for each one. Give 
students at least thirty minutes to rotate around the room.

• Alternately, the teacher may give students copies of all the selected documents to work on individually or 
in small groups.

• Optional: Have students complete a Primary Source Worksheet for each corresponding document.

5. Discussing the Documents:

The purpose of this section is to explore the events and themes more deeply.

• Bring the class back together. If students were not able to see all of the documents in the time allotted, you 
may want to give them a few minutes to share notes with other students who were able to see documents 
they did not get a chance to view.

• Lead a discussion that helps students connect these documents to the following questions:

o In what ways did Héctor P. García fight for civil rights?

o How did García’s personal experiences influence his work as a civil rights activist and founder of 
the American GI Forum?

o How did García’s relationship with Lyndon B. Johnson help him advance his cause?

o What long-term influence has García had on the lives of Latinos?
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6. Closing:

The purpose of this section is to give students a chance to synthesize their thoughts independently in writing.

• Give students the following writing prompt:

What role did Héctor P. García play as an advocate for Latino civil rights? Use primary and secondary 

source documents from the time period to write a paragraph supporting your answer.

• Give students time to compose their paragraphs.
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WARM-UP WORKSHEET 

 
MAP OF AMERICAN GI FORUM GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES FROM AMERICAN GI FORUM 
CONVENTION BOOKLET, JULY 3, 1958. 
LBJ Presidential Library; crediting the American GI Forum. 
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VIDEO WORKSHEET 

DIRECTIONS 
Answer the following questions using the information provided in the episode.

1. How did Latinos hope that their service during World War II would affect their position in U.S. society?

2. Both sides agreed on what aspect of the incident with Macario García at the Oasis Café in Richardson, Texas?

3. For Macario García, what was the outcome of the incident?

4. What questions did the Oasis Café incident raise for Latinos?

5. Describe the poverty that Héctor P. García encountered in Corpus Christi’s barrios upon his return to

civilian life.

6. What benefits did the GI Bill of Rights include?
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7. Why did Héctor García establish the American GI Forum?

8. How did the controversy over the burial of Pvt. Felix Z. Longoria change Héctor García’s life and the American

GI Forum’s focus?

9. What civil rights issues in the United States did the American GI Forum address?

10. According to Héctor García, how would Latinos win these civil rights?

11. Héctor García’s vision for a pathway to full citizenship led him to support border restriction. For example,

Héctor García and the American GI Forum supported the U.S. Border Patrol program Operation Wetback. Why

did Héctor García and the American GI Forum support this program?

12. Why did Operation Wetback ultimately hinder the progress that Héctor García and the American GI Forum

hoped to make?
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13. While Héctor García’s efforts to promote civil rights and opportunities for Latinos through the Viva Kennedy 
Club paid few dividends during Kennedy’s administration, they paid great dividends when Lyndon B. Johnson 

became president. What life experience did Johnson have that led him to sign into law the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965?

14. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was seen as an effort to overcome discrimination faced by African Americans in

the U.S. South. How did the legislation aid Latinos?

15. While Latinos finally achieved many aspects of the full citizenship that they hoped their service in World War II 
would secure, what aims were not fulfilled?
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 PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET  

 
HÉCTOR P. GARCÍA, ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW BY DAVID G. MCCOMB, SEPTEMBER 9, 1969. 
LBJ Presidential Library. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. What led Héctor P. García and others to organize veterans in the Corpus Christi area?

2. Initially, what racial groups were involved in the protests in Corpus Christi?

3. Why was the name “American GI Forum” chosen?

4. What are some possible reasons that the American GI Forum became known primarily as a group supporting

the civil rights of Latinos, despite its earlier membership?
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
HÉCTOR P. GARCÍA, TELEGRAM TO SENATOR LYNDON B. JOHNSON, JANUARY 10, 1949. 
LBJ Presidential Library; courtesy Héctor P. García family. 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. How does Héctor P. García describe the American GI Forum in the telegram? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think he felt it necessary to provide Senator Lyndon B. Johnson with such a description? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What explanation did García give for the failure of the funeral home to provide services for the  

Longoria family? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How had the Longoria family earned the right to these services? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Why do you think García involved a U.S. senator in such a local matter? 
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
SENATOR LYNDON B. JOHNSON, TELEGRAM RESPONSE TO HÉCTOR P. GARCÍA,  
JANUARY 11, 1949. 
LBJ Presidential Library. 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. In the telegram, Senator Lyndon B. Johnson states that he regrets the decision of the funeral home’s director, 

but what authority does Johnson as a U.S. senator have over the funeral director’s decision? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Instead of simply expressing his condolences to the family, Johnson offers to remedy the situation. What is his 

offer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this offer say about Johnson’s view of his responsibilities to all of his Texas constituents? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In the telegram, how does Johnson justify his actions? 
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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
HÉCTOR P. GARCÍA, MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON REGARDING THE WAR 
ON POVERTY, APRIL 24, 1964. 
LBJ Presidential Library; courtesy Héctor P. García family. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. In earlier communications with Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, Héctor P. García referred to himself as the

“President of the GI Forum.” What title does García claim in this message?

2. How might this new title relate to García’s understanding of his role in the movement for Latino civil rights?

3. Why would García include the number of states where the American GI Forum has chapters?

4. What was the War on Poverty?

5. Why does the American GI Forum support the War on Poverty?

21



For related educational resources, visit www.humanitiestexas.org/education/latinoamericans 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES, ASSIGNMENTS, AND FURTHER RESOURCES 

CURATE A MUSEUM EXHIBITION 
Gather images and documents that indicate the barriers faced by Latinos in acquiring civil rights and opportunities 

in the U.S. during and immediately after World War II. Make a similar exhibition for one of the following groups: 

women, African Americans, American Indians, or Japanese Americans. Compare and contrast the struggles of the 

two groups.  

Groups may present their exhibitions as PowerPoint presentations or print images to create physical exhibitions. 

ASSIGNMENT PROMPTS   

• After viewing the video clip relating to Héctor P. García, write a paragraph for each of the following

individuals, connecting each individual’s achievement to the others and to the growth of equality for all

Americans. Use the attached “Making Connections” worksheet.

Felix Z. Longoria 

Héctor P. García 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

John F. Kennedy 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

• The Constitution of the American GI Forum of Texas, Article I, Section 2, states the organization’s purpose. 

Create a spoke diagram that illustrates these goals. (A teacher key is attached.)

• Martin Luther King Jr. and Héctor P. García were contemporaries. In a 1968 telegram, King requested a 
strategy meeting with García regarding the rights of the poor. King stresses the importance of coalitions 
formed by groups of all racial, religious, and ethnic backgrounds in battling the problem of poverty. Write a 
brief essay comparing and contrasting the efforts of the two men as they fought for civil rights.

• Using your textbooks or other sources, research the treatment of African Americans who served in the 
military during World War II. Write a brief essay comparing the experiences of African Americans and 
Latinos who served. In your essay, provide evidence that illustrates your comparison.

• While Latinos faced barriers to equality and full citizenship during World War II, they also made gains in 

civil rights during this time. Write a brief essay describing how Latinos successfully challenged racism and 

segregation on the home front.

• Using your textbooks or other sources, examine the strategies employed by African Americans post-World 
War II to gain their civil rights. Using the provided primary source documents and the video, examine the 
strategies employed by Latinos. Write a brief essay identifying the two groups’ strategies and discussing 

their similarities and differences.

• Research the landmark U.S. Supreme Court case Hernandez v. Texas (1954), in which lawyers from the 
American GI Forum filed suit on behalf of Pete Hernandez, a migrant worker convicted of murder by an all-

Anglo jury. Write a brief essay explaining the decision and the resulting significance of this case. What 
gains in civil rights for Latinos were made?

• Research the landmark U.S. Supreme Court cases Hernandez v. Texas (1954) and Brown v. Board of 
Education (1954), which were decided within weeks of each other. Write an essay comparing the strategies 
employed by the plaintiffs.
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EXTENSION ACTIVITY WORKSHEET 

 
MAKING CONNECTIONS EXTENSION ACTIVITY 
Write a paragraph explaining how these individuals’ achievements are similar to each other and how those 

achievements support equality for all Americans. Use detailed examples. 

 

  

                                           
          Héctor P. García               Lyndon B. Johnson            Martin Luther King Jr.       John F. Kennedy               César E. Chávez 
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EXTENSION ACTIVITY WORKSHEET 
 
CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN GI FORUM OF TEXAS, JULY 7, 1956. 
Dr. Héctor P. García papers, Special Collections and Archives at Mary and Jeff Bell Library, Texas A&M 

University-Corpus Christi; crediting the American GI Forum. 
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DIRECTIONS 
The constitution of the American GI Forum of Texas, Article 1, Section 2, states the organization’s purpose. Using 

the text of the constitution, create a spoke diagram that illustrates the central principles behind the American GI 

Forum’s work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

American 
GI Forum 

1956
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TEACHER KEY 
The constitution of the American GI Forum of Texas, Article I, Section 2, states the organization’s purpose. Using 

the text of the constitution. Ask the students to create a spoke diagram that illustrates the central principles behind 

the American GI Forum’s work. A teacher key is included below. 

American 
GI Forum 

1956

To foster training and 
education of citizens, 

so true and real 
democracy may exist 
in the lowest as well 
as the highest unit

Must advance 
understanding 

between the different 
nationalities to 

produce a stronger 
American society

Equal privileges 
for all veterans, 
regardless of 

race, creed, or 
color

Strive for preservation, 
maintenance, and 

advancement of the 
democratic ideals for 

which wars were fought

The right of 
equality is social 
and economic 
opportunities

Principles of 
democracy include 

religious and 
political freedom for 

individual
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